PRESS RELEASE
RETAILTECH HUB: MEDIAMARKTSATURN IS
EXPANDING ITS ACCELERATOR INTO AN OPEN
PLATFORM FOR RETAIL COMPANIES AND
STARTUPS
Program consistently aligned to the needs of startups in
cooperation with Plug and Play Tech Center
-

Program is open to other retail companies
It will focus on joint pilot projects of startups and established retailers
Program implementation in cooperation with the accelerator experts of Plug and Play
Applications are being accepted now at www.retailtechhub.com

Ingolstadt, August 09, 2017: MediaMarktSaturn Retail Group is expanding its Accelerator
into an open platform for retail companies and startups. Under the name “Retailtech Hub”,
the program will focus on tech startups along the entire retail value chain beyond consumer
electronics. In addition, it will also be open to other retail companies. The program will be
carried out together with the Accelerator experts from the “Plug and Play Tech Center” in
Silicon Valley. It will focus on jointly implemented pilot projects with MediaMarktSaturn and
future program partners. High-profile mentors from MediaMarktSaturn and Plug and Play’s
networks will support the founders with both assistance and advice. There is no obligation
for founders to assign shares to their companies. They will be able to participate in Plug and
Play’s Silicon Valley retail program after they have successfully completed the program.
Applications can now be submitted at www.retailtechhub.com. The program starts in midOctober 2017.
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Since 2015, MediaMarktSaturn has successfully partnered with startups in its Accelerator program
“Spacelab”. This platform is now flowing into the broader platform Retailtech Hub. “Startups in our
first two batches have always appreciated the opportunity to pilot services directly in a running
business and roll it out, if it is successful. The “home tech support” startup ‘Deutsche
Technikberatung’ for example has been participating in the first batch and will now be consecutively
made available across Germany,” commented Martin Wild, Chief Digital Officer (CDO) of the
MediaMarktSaturn Retail Group and CEO of the Retailtech Hub. “We want to expand this added
value by enabling founders to carry out tests with retailers from various industries. In addition, Plug
and Play is now also on board. This all together broadens our overall coverage within the retail
community, improves our access to capital and opens our scope beyond Europe.”
“We will find the most innovative companies from Europe and around the world that can work with
major retailers, not only to sustain their business, but as a competitive advantage to grow and
increase efficiency. We have found MediaMarktSaturn to be extremely experienced in digitizing its
business. Thus, they are the ideal driver for Retailtech Hub” said Saeed Amidi, Founder & CEO of
Plug and Play.
The program was developed by MediaMarktSaturn Retail Group’s CDO team, which develops pilot
projects with startups throughout the entire group. With the Munich startup Innoactive, the team
recently wowed several thousand customers in 20 German stores with its “Saturn HoloTour”
augmented reality shopping experience. Another co-development with Stuttgart’s Unity Robotics led
to “Paul” the service robot. “After testing technologies ranging from chatbots to delivery robots to instore navigation systems, we know how to take ideas and deliver value to our customers and
partners, along with comprehensive insights for further development. We’ve already been able to
gain concrete experience in many areas important for our future, while many other companies are
still only discussing these topics,” says Wild.
For the upcoming program batch, the Retailtech Hub is looking for up to 10 startups whose
technological innovations are poised to revolutionize retail, whether across the spectrum or single
aspects. The focus is not on sellable consumer electronics products. Moving in in mid-October, the
batch will take twelve weeks and take place at a new location in Munich (“Neue Balan – Campus für
Ideen”). With events, informal meetings and co-working offers, the location will provide the space for
companies, startups and other stakeholders to exchange ideas and concepts, developing together
the future of retail. Unlike in the past, startups in the Retailtech Hub do not have to be in Munich fulltime, nor do they have to cede an investment. Wild: “We want to be as uncomplicated and flexible
as possible in meeting the needs of startups so we can concentrate on developing together.”
Startups with a minimum viable product (MVP) and a complete team can apply at
www.retailtechhub.com.

MediaMarktSaturn Retail Group
The MediaMarktSaturn Retail Group is Europe’s leading commerce company for consumer
electronics and related services. It sees itself as a partner, daily companion and navigator for
consumers in an increasingly digitized world. MediaMarktSaturn and its portfolio of formats and
brands flexibly respond to the needs of different customer groups and countries. Apart from fronting
the Media Markt and Saturn brands, which comprehensively network their more than 1,000 fixedlocation stores with online sales platforms, the MediaMarktSaturn Retail Group operates online pure
players such as redcoon and iBood as well as the digital entertainment platform JUKE. Moreover,
Media-Saturn-Holding GmbH • Wankelstraße 5 • D-85046 Ingolstadt • Tel. +49 (841) 634-1111
presse@mediamarktsaturn.com • www.mediamarktsaturn.com

its portfolio includes its own brands PEAQ, KOENIC, ISY and ok. A subsidiary of METRO AG, in
2015/16 MediaMarktSaturn and its approximately 65,000 employees in 15 countries generated total
sales of about €22 billion. www.mediamarktsaturn.com

Plug and Play
Plug and Play is a global innovation platform. We connect startups to corporations and invest in
over 150 companies every year. Since inception in 2006, our programs have expanded worldwide
to include a presence in 22 locations globally giving startups the necessary resources to succeed in
Silicon Valley and beyond. With over 6,000 startups and 180 official corporate partners, we have
created the ultimate startup ecosystem in many industries. We provide active investments with 200
leading Silicon Valley VCs, and host more than 365 networking events per year. Companies in our
community have raised over $6 billion in funding, with successful portfolio exits including Danger,
Dropbox, Lending Club, PayPal, SoundHound, and Zoosk. For more information,
visit www.plugandplaytechcenter.com
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